Jourmal of Trip on Capt., G. Allam
Hamcock'’s Motor Yacht "VELERO ZIX"

Prefatoxry Note

In September of 1938, 1 was invited to joim a group of Biologists cn a
cruise to San Miguel Id. primarily to collect live animals for the Sam Diego
Zoo and to do some dredging im chanmel waters for the Umiversity of Southern
California.

My own studies of shoxe and channel faurma duzing the previcus 34 years
made pe moot amxicus to visit Sam Higuel Id. So I accepted with much
pleasure.

Sept. 12/38 M. 8. VELERO II1

e lefit the slip on Termiral Id. at 5:30, pulled cut tec the outer harbor
and dropped anchor till 11:00 p.m. when we headed for Sem Miguel, I awoke once
or twice in the night to fimd scarcely amy motiom evidemt. Om deck at
6330, We were south of the middlie part of Samta Rosa im a quite smooth
gea arnd migty weathar. A Mourning Dove was circlimg the ship but soon left
ug om 1€8 Wey south,

Seoty amd Pink-footed Shear waters fairly cormon, and once in a while a
Western gull visited us. Dropped anchor mear the west end of Sam Miguel on the
Scuth shore about 8:00. The motor laumch and two shiffs with nets and cages
headoad for the Sea Lion rookeries where both Calif, amd Steller Sea Lioms were
backing and roaring. The Stellers are beautiful goldem animsls of great
gice vhen grovn. Cows may be almost white and pups whitish with dark areas
about cyes and chest. That is, weBuppose these are stellers. The cclors are
moot variable, The bark of the Califormias is the familiar note of long ac-
quaingance, '

The Stellers have a growling roar. Pupe bleat almost like calves at
times, Am not quite sure of the calif note aluays. Pour were caught in & large
pat wvhile a party of us went ashore with nets to try to rush some of those om
the sand gpit. Much to my surprise, six of these proved to be young Elephant
Seals. Dr. Wegeforth did mot seem so surprised simce they have been reported
to him before in the last few years. Ome old (:ja_ was shot off La Jella and
brought to the 2oo. '

There ''as an indescribable racket that almost deafemed us. We were able
to epproach quite closely along the beach before they took off. The Elephaat
Seals vere not shy at all and I came up and slapped them on the flanks, to be
=et with an opcen srarling mouth but little other activity. They finally were
indnced to move off after the fashiom of the Harbor 8eal with hind flippers
straight back and caterpillar undulatiom. Nome of the adults were visible
though the mate claimed these were sucklings., As the Sea Lioms swam about inm
. the mear shore waters, I was surprised to see the shoxt sump of a tail held
up at 8 sharp angle. This was new to me.
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a_were flying abput in £locks of a thousand or 80, 5§§;;mlggg§
1rnstonss, Codwits, ggéigp, Ha@mf,Saﬁd iper, cme_Rudly Turn-
Cuatafens s, Ravem, Say Phoebe, Pern (7)), Scme lrem were
soted ashore. Skulls of Stellers were not uncommon O the beach but the facial
portion drops avay &8 im the case of Califormia. WMamy cercasses of Califernia

vere in various stages of decay (amd odor) but mo Stellers vere foumd. Indiam
mounds are less abundant thanm om the morth side of Sam Micolas. Alsc, the bones

are less firmly preserved. Short-tailed Albatross u found but no dog. Sea
Otter fairly commom and a weathered skull and several jaws were picked up.
Land srails were everywhere in the middems. Dr. Lloyd found three live omes
among the ground plants. '

Ry,

Tried the seaxchlight after darl but got no glimpse of bird 1ife. HNo
Gull other than Westernhas been seen. The Sabime Gulls perticularly have been
looked for, but they must be a later bird.

September 13, Twesday.

We had gome back toward the east end of thelsland last evening for a more
quiet anchorage. It was very quiet too with mo perceptible sea. This morning
1 came on drck at 6:30 to find the sun shining. The Santa Resa Channel and
the west ena of that island was visible across a glassy sea. The fog was piling
over the crest of the island just to the west of us. Sooty Shearwaters were
moving westward outside over anchorage in co.tinucus streams. Small fry veze
roughing the surface im large areas but the Shearuvaters paid no attention .
Hestorn Gulls would £fly toward the spots but would settle on the surface among
them without any attempt to catch them.

e hove up the anchor about seven and ran back to the rookery where we
worked yesterday, picking up a breeze as soon &3 we got well out, Ue laid a
plan to bring back the five Elephant Seals we saw there yesterday but only
two of them were there. Ome of those got awvay after we had the net over
him by wallowing into the surf where he dragged three menm till he worked
locse. The other one was backed up onto the stramd and the net roped down over
hig head. Wr. Olmstead then got astride of him like a cowboy and yanked his
hend around every time he made for the water. He was soon gsafely crated up
for his txip to the 2oo. '

HWe then scattered out for an hour to hunt, beachcomb, and dry out,
since ome boy had been tipped out into tharsurf in beaching the first
boat, I was fortunate emcugh to get ashore/after ghedding my shoes.
The shell mcands here yielded the first dog remains--a perfect skull quite
like those from Sam Nicolas. Some nice jaws of Cuadalupe Fur Seal and a cora-=
coid of D. Albatrus were found. Garth discovered two nice clean skulls of
¥Taliors im fine condition except for the loss of teeth. All other pinmiped
skulls have thus fax lost the facial parts emtirsly.



About eleven, we wemt back aboard the launch and sot cut the lomg net for
Sca Lioms. Cne end was semt achore omd the othoz kept by the azchored laumch,
The ohiff them pulled aleomg the foot of the recky eliffs firimg off the shot gum.
fho animals piled imte the water with a terrific hubbub and after about an hour's
willing azound, we dragged in three younmg ones that veze entangled. Orme of these that
was imcecurcly beld jumped overbeard after being talon into the okiff., I almost
vighed the others had before we got them safely erated for they are a wicked proposi-
tion slermimg about im the boat tearing splinters cut of the boards we shoved

in thelr faces--strikimg here and there im tho crowded beat, We fipally got them
onto the ship im time for a 2330 lunch feeling that a full day’s work had been

dome by all. Up with the archor amd avay to Santa Barbaza to piek up eanother
passenger. Ue wemt through the Sant2 Rosa Chammel vhich ia enly 5 miles wide

and quite shallew. The formatioms om either side are mueh the seme go it would
appear that the islands have been separated rather a shozt time although the

faura doco not 8o imdicate. Quite a mumber of dark Petzels fell inte cur wake

ac wa got into tiic main chammel. They flew very much like melamin though they

could rot bo positively identified. This 1o protty well merth of their customary
range. It io otramge that Petrels have almost nover follewed the Scripps boats

for ony distamcc but the larger ships appear to attrect them, U stopped off

fonta Berbara for a couple of dredge hauls, then put in to amchor just before

dazk, Capt. Hancock went ashore im the laumch to pick up Mr, Chaffey

who 18 etzkimg the remainder of the cruise with us. He is president of a chain

of banks im 8§, Califormia and Chairmanm of the U.S.C. Reard of Trustees. A very
pleacant gontleman whom the boys greeted with ceening pleasure,

Sept. 14/38, Hednesday.

Ye hove anchor at 6300 and left for Prisomer’s Harbor om Santa Crus iId. where
wo opent the entire mormimg about the harbor and going uvwp to the old Ranch House
of Justinian Coire. Mr. Stanton, who recently purchased the emtire holdings
of the Coire heirs for 3/46 of a million--this includes the livestock, boat,
ﬂ@ﬁeth@msamds of galloms of vwine stored im the wimery and quite a staff of workers
of oworthy cemplexion. The grandson and mamesake of old Justinian Caire is
local chorgé; a handsome blue-eyed classic-looking young manm, graduate of Berkeley.
e recently brought his bride to the islamnd to the ancesgtral home now owned by
Btanton., They are devout Catholics and the purpose of ocur visit was for Capt.
fancock to domate a number of chapel fittings which had come from the private chapel
in the Wilshire mansion now dismantled. The Captain is mot a Cathelic but his
vife was., lMr, Stantém was also desirous of rejuvenating the old stome chapel
at the ramch which had been unused since the Santa Rarbara earthquake.

The ride up camom on a truck was pretty bumpy undermeath but the cafon is
very beautiful evem at this dry season. Soma very old Eucalyptus groves that
vere mature emough to fit imto the landscape im maturalistic mommer. We had
too chort o time at our dispesal to visit the ramch house proper vhich was regret-
able. I scav a photograph of ome glgantic, spreading comifer reported to be
an Europcan Cypress which was plamted as a seed by the firot Mrs. Caize. The
old house dowm at the landimg kas a great deal of grill irom work about the
vindows and porch that was dome by am old comviet who learmed the skill at the
penitentiary. 1 wonder if Prisomer’s Harber is momsd frem the fact that comvicts
vozrked there.
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3, Doves, Rilldeers, Tattlers, Lincots, Bﬁéggs, ware seen

,  Cpe of the boys picked up the shall of @ Paper Foutjlus en

e fizot I cver caw, Thraee vezy kamdesre Isoleand Pewes were inm a cagn
8. to join the Zoo collection. They aze very cichly colered., Seventeen

chunlio had boen trapped quite recently about the buildings.

Iz, Stamten 48 a lean, hawk-moced mam with a Tozas flaver to some of his
specch, Mo was cut im overalls and Stetson drivimg the tzuck and bessing
a gang of laboxers about the short wharf vhere the beat “Saonta Crus® was tied
up. 8ha 1o the coms boat that Aldem, Vam ond I went cver on f£iftcen years eg0.

Abeut noom we headed back for the west emd of San lMiguel for amother owing
at the ceals. Ue ceme to in the coverabout 3:30 and thiztcon 8ea Blephonts were
plainly visible on part of the beach separate frem the Sea Liecn herd, They all
toolk to water before we got mear with the hunch, We landed with the twe ckiffs
father dowm the boach at a diotance from the Sea Lien hard, beached the beats
arnd exates, arzanged the mets; 1 plcked uwp a 2 8 & dzife beem epd ve sleowly
opproacked the quiet Bea Liom herd, We got falrly close to€nm before they began
covieg dovm the olops. Then ve rushed them, I got in ahead emd roam betwcen one
big brute and the water and began prodding him bech vithmy 2 = &, @ opered
his jaus abeut a foot and splintered the cnd but I kept him entertaimed till
€hs boys had tho mot over him. Then followed a lively serirmage as he threshed,
sezugnled, bellewed, armd tzied to wriggle to the water, Ha ceme pear doing that
very eome befiore he was firally trussed uwp, Omce ke svueg his heod about, grabbed
oy lever ard knocked me dewm completely., I did a hasty “bazzel roll” go keep out
fzen wnder hin and euway fren his wicked jews, Part of the gang went back up
the choze to bring dowm a ekiff,

Ue beached it and turred it up om edge beside the beast, rolled him up to
the gummnle by edd of the lever emd several mon heaving, them tipped the skiff
baek crd be rolled imto the bottem where he was lashed down by many turms of
linc about both him and the boat. There was roem for but ome men mow who pulled
auay ¢o tha laumch with him, The rest of us had to be ferried by two added
tzips. The captive was toved back to the ship with ome sesman in the skiff
€0 guard him and help trim ship. We had to stop omce and put om more lashings
but fimally he was hoisted aboard, sckiff amd all and a special erate built for
him, Eo weighed in the close neighberhood of 1200 lbs. I for ome was pretty well .
tuckesed cut by the time he was started om his way to the leunch so while avaiting
the return of the ckiff to pick us up, I caterpillared my way acrocs the sand
spit touvard the other hexd. I was able to get within 50 £, without rousing them
aad lay there watching them (end emelling them). Oaoly when I ealled the other
boys wp did the animals show fear and move off. They wore all Califormis Sea
Licas and we did not wish them, The much lazger stollezi vrre the ores we were
afear, Ths two cpecies here come out onm the ceme beaches emd recks, I was
oot able to distimguish the youmgezr individuals but the older oneso aze grestly
different in size amd arc in gemeral more goldem or toumy. The color variation
in the Californias is extreme. When dry on the beach, the edults may be dark
=ahogany, bay, sorzel, or mearly white.

Feces of the animals appear limey amd cmooth in texture as though the
scales and bomes of fish had been entirecly digested, The eder was that of
& pelican and comoramt rookery, ‘

Before ve got away, a pair of Orcas came nosing among the Sea Lioms, ther
long doreal fims stamding 3 ft. above the water. I was surprised that the sea
licns did mot rush ashore. They actually ccezed to follow the big killers
exich es birds may try to mob am ol or a eat that hnas eaught one of their
m=Der, The deafenmimg hubbub of barking cen’t be hoawd by tho killers to aay extent,



While om the stramd the Californias weze able o gallep almost like dogs
and made cuite 8 speed. The Stellexs are more cozzsn on Ghe recks tham on the
cand, Both do & lot of jumping from ome rock go cmother and reach quite high
poings. They jump fxem these polnts and lard flat-bellled ia the water or oftenm
across vocks vhen huzzled.

We fimally got aboard about six p.m. amd lay at anchor, plamning to leave
at 11:00 for the run to San Pedro where four of us will go ashore, the others
going cn to San Dicgo Thursday with the live enimals, The Velero III runs at
about 12 knots though she may be stepped up to 15 vith less effleciemey. We will
be in Sam Dedro abeut 8:00 a.m. end in Sam Diego befoze dazk, '

Our party imcluded besides Capt. Allam Eaomeccch and his crew of more than
a dozem, a occlentific staff emd visitors as follewss

Dz, Harzy Wegeforth)
Dz, lLee Contl ) 8an Diego Zoo staff
Mz, Loster Olmstead) o i

Dz, Williem Lloyd - Cabrille Marine Museum

Iz, Jno, Carth - Seczetary amd Lecturer )

e, Granville Ashezaft - Birds 1 USC Student
1z, Prapcis Blmore - Botany and Anthzopolegy ) Acoistants
Mz, Alexz, Hill - Bchimoids )

Mz, Andrew Chaffey - Cemtral Bamk (visiter)
Profescor Loye Mller, Zoology, UCLA



